


roni tlict ,111, ,I c.t>ual obwrver 5eek little of the qiiality of 
lite i n  tile M,iJ River V~lley. I t  look\ like any other quiet F \cillc>\, nzstli.ci bet\veeii the Green Mountain\ on  one side 

,ind tlic Northfield Ixdiige on  the other, accessible by five roads 
ILsadiiig 111 a n d  o u t .  Ihrec A i  areas doniinate the view, they ‘ire 
h x d  t o  im\\ l%ut  thev don’t tiefine thevalley. 

the commercial ambiance of Stowe, 
\e t  i5ii . t  quite .I q u i c ~ t  5et of  farming vi1lagt.s any inore either.What 
i i iAe\ 

Our  V d e )  I \  l d t ~ s e ~ l  with both. No, our mountains aren’t gi- 
gantic, the\ hre dr,tiii,ttii. enough, but ujer friendly. Not all our 
people ‘ire giai t j  outjidt. our\’dley. Sonie are, of course, but most 
of LI\ .ire quiet gi‘iiit\ 

From the 0 1  igin,il wttler$, \diose families have been here for 
gciicrmoii\. t o  thc  irenet- arrivals still trickling in, we draw our 
rtrtmgtli Aiid thz l>c.netits of  their experience, their loves, their 
h o b b i c ~  ~ i r d  their c o i l t i  i b u t i o n s  to the fdbric of our lives. 

Iu\t ‘I\ iiitere\tiny: A\ ho\\ they got here, i$ how they have cho- 
w i  to c 11-11 In ing liere Thik irn’t ‘1 pldce where factories abound. 
(;oocl-pi\ iirg job\ don’t h m g  from tree\. Survival here is either 
fioin tlic t.,irtli, 111 Liriiiing. or from using your head.There are 
wtt\ \ , i i-c i o i i t p i r i i t ’ \  coniputer-h,isd industries, writers, artisans, 
,ithlc.re<, \hopket~pcr\ ,  pilots, teachers, baker\, ski bums or  former 

Wh,it \ \ o i i l c i  ( h i \  V‘illey he without our theaters, the Skatiuin, 
iiuiiierou\ w ~ d l  h o p  . ~ n d  bu\ines\e$ that niake life that much inore 

I t  \\ 15 .iitei World W x  I1  that skiing came to thevalley, bringing 
\\it11 it t h e  1i~i i -d)  w i i l h  \ tho built our ski areas one by one, then the 
lodgc.~, ,ind the \ ‘iriou\ \hop> a i d  restdurmts that make it a resort. 

1 hc t a c t  th‘it thc inh,ibitaitt~ ofthevalley didn’t object to “long- 
h,iircd couiitercultuic” cirtim and jkiers was A credit to their open- 
niiiidrdiie\s m d  do\\ nright ireighborlines. 

The M‘id l<ivc.r\.illc.\ IJ 

pl,i~-c  CY 1.11; The \ccnerv’ The  people? 

I l l \ t l  u c  to1 > 

plc. .I  \J I 1  t; 



Billy unci Marilyn in r l i c v  srttdio. hor-sing around 
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fornierValley fast-food mretiiig pl‘ice), J ” b ~ i ”  \\ it11 wd.i  touiitain 
stools, and tucked into ,I C O I - I I ~ T  .I hooth stiLiiglit out o i ‘ i i i  old drLig 
$tore, Billy ‘ 3 r d  Mdrilyii €\u,eck,i\. hi{ T.? lie 1 1 ~ ~ .  ncll. quietly 
isn’t the word. 

Marilyn lived in Brattleboro ~ n c i  doe\ii’t Ieiiieniber niuch of 
her iornier life. She niet Bill\ ‘it a Verniont StiiJio (‘eiitet ’<VisiiaI 
Artist3 Week “ o n  iieutrd grc)Liiid.” 13111y i)roiight M.iril\ 11 t o  the 
Valley where one of her first encomt tm \bit11 Valleyite\ \ \a \  ‘it ,i 

Valley Players Clean-up  1Ic9 She iiiimedi.itt.l\ LoluiIreered t o  help 
paint the foyer of the theciter. 5u,iying (111 , i n  %foot 1,iciiter the 
slathered paint on tlic wdl\ ‘1l;id the vciy t‘ill c t.iling 

“ I  \J\V tlic iiiouii- 

tains and learned to ski.” Then  canie hiking.. i i i ~ ~ i n t a i i  ,ind rocid, 
and crosc-country skiing She joint.d the. gins ti-om thc. M id  I<i\er 
Riders, and entered bike rdct.5 She ivot i  I I ~ A I I V  tiiiiej (i~onic~illy, 
she’s ranked third in  Ne\\. Eiighncf in thcLcter.in Mcn c,itegorv b) 

“Life began with the Valley,” M‘irilyii MI 

N O U A  the Nation.il 
OR-Road Bicycle A+ 
sociation, a bit of an 
error on their part) ”1 
love this area. I h,ne 
niy \ports buddies, niy 
party buddies, my x t -  
1st buddie\,jus,t lots, of 
different friendsl” Ai- 
ter the weekl) l o c , i l  
bike rides, <I f a r  h r e  
of the riders end up 
t h r  Brauers to  eiijoy 
pot luck 

Her  painting c‘i- 
reer took off, too “I’ve 
been an  artiSt all niy 
life. I w a s  p e c k i n g  
away a t  it. Since I rnrt 
€3111) I’ve learned ‘1 lot 
and brought tny woi k 
up to a better quality. 



Now I’m off and running on  niy own.’ Shc, too. c.\hibit\ her 
work outside of theVilley. Between skiing iiitl hihr rxc‘s, ot‘courw 
This year, her racing I F  spomored b) thc MALI l < n c \ r  13ihr \hop  
owned by Dave Knoop. 

D ave Knoop came to the Vdlcy ~j thc Ass imi i t  1 hrc-ctot 
of Skiing .it Mad River Glen tiuritig thr \I iiitc’r of  
1986-7. He iriovecl here prr~i:~~nc~titlv \cheii hc tooh 

over as Director of Skiing in 1988. I3ut ag:,un, ho\% does 0132 i i i ~ k c  

a living here in the summer! I )me.  ,i bike e n t h ~ i , i ~ ~ t .  thought .itmiit 
opening a bike \hop. In 1989, ht, opened h i s  t i r j t  h o p  I I I  die h x n  
at the Hyde Away on Route 17. Hi\ origiiial i d e ~  \ v ~ s  to relit bihcs 
and run a touring conipmy. \oon the bike\ ~ i c i - e  wld iilste.id of 
rented and he made money fixing other bike\ JS \\cli Wiitw he 
opened the following year, it was .ibove A d n o i k \  o n  Rou t t -  I O 0  

The Mad River 
Riders flourished as 
a proper club (rac- 
ers and non-racers). 

I ve sponsored rac- 
ers since the begin- 
ning,” says Dave. 
T h e  Mad River  
Riders racing team 
produced some of 
the best racers in the 
country: Geo Bul- 
lock, Ali Goulet ,  
Dennis Curran, Jeff 
Courtrr, and plenty 
of  others. A n e w  
crop of champion 
riders is coming up 
on their heels with 
Marilyn Kuseckas 
and junior rider 1%- 
ter Werner among 
them.Their reputa- 
cion for producing 

“ I 

Dave working in the hike shop. 
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some of the best hill-climber\ (a big plus in niouiitain bike races), 
as well as cross-country racei 5, has grown throughout the country. 
TheValley is seen as the “Mountain Bike C,ipitol” ofverinoiit by 
many in the sporting industry When the wewr’i  1idc.r~ froiii Crested 
Butte and the Rockies want information ,itmiit ndiiig i n  New 
England, they call the Mad l b e i  Bike S h o p  

The  Bike Shop sponsor\ I t $  OM n races in< Illding the M‘id Itiver 
Road Race around the Villey and  environ\, the Wickrd Witch 
Mountain Bike Race run a t  \ugarbush 5outh rherc were 2.3) cori- 
testants in 1994), md  the Kainikaze Hill Clinib. 

The  Riders, a$ .I club, h.ive built ~ n t i  iii.iintaiiied riding trails 
on land throughout the Valley. Following the exmiplr of VAST 
(the snowmobiler’s association) they h ~ v c  obr,iined perini\sion to 
use the trails from the lmdowner\. Working with the M,id River 
Path Association thcy helped build the rea-t‘moiial path ,dong the 
Mad River. Proceeds from the Hi11 (’liiiib r‘icc Lvere don;ltt~l to 
the Path Association. 

As the shop’s popularit) grew, so did thc deinand tor more 
goods and services, none of\vhich 1)‘i~e c o u l d  supply i n  h i j  pre\erit 
locaaon. Hanging ‘irouiid the shop i n  the 5tiiiiiiier, you would be 
one of many milling around the cramped sp.~ce. ‘idmiring ( m d  

he combined shops: Mud Mountuin Snoiuhurds.  The M a d  River 
Bike Shop at the intersection o\ Routes 100 NL 1 7 



6 Thc Fabric o f th r  Mad KiverVallry 

buying) the merchandise, socializing with fellow bikers, learning 
new techniques of riding or repairs, or just thinking about riding. 

Dave had always considered the above-Adworks location tem- 
porary as it didn’t have enough proper retail space. He wanted 
space to grow into. Last suninier, Dave met another man with 
seasonal work, Sugarbush’s tennis pro Scott Fliegelman. Scott’s plan 
was to open a snowboard shop.The trouble with seasonal shops is 
paying rent during the off-season when there is no income. After 
much negotiating, Dave and Scott worked out a deal to share space 
at the intersection of Routes 100 and 17. For six months in the 
summer, the Bike Shop is in the major downstairs retail space while 
the snowboard stuff Is in the much smaller upstairs space. Come 
late fall, the two shops switch spaces through the winter until April 
1 when the bike shop moves down again.This way, both save the 
rent money during their off-season and each can sell the other’s 
merchandise on the otT-chance that someone needs snowboard bits 
in summer, or bike parts in winter.This also gives both shops the 
room they need to expand their merchandise lines and have a fi- 
nancial bottom line in the black. Dave plans to expand into hiking 
equipment, footwear and boots, merchandise they had no room 
fo r before. 

cott Fliegelnian opened his shop, Mad Mountain 
Snowboards, in the fall of 1994 becoming the “hang- 
out” of the snowboard set (snowboarding is one of the best 

ways to stay in biking shape during the winter). 
“ I  had helped Snosearch (a ski tour company) seven or eight 

years ago,” says Scott of his first encounter with thevalley. “I lived 
here a month at the time.When I left Philadelphia three-and-one- 
half years ago to come here, it was an easy decision. I knew people 
here and I came for only one season.”He smiles,“Right.” He had 
been thinking of opening a snowboard shop two years ago and 
knew there was enough enthusiasm for the sport to make it viable. 
There wasn’t any retail outlet just for snowboards. “But whoever 
did it right would be successful.” 

The whole deal starting corning together, but he knew getting 
the best location was the key to success.Then he had to secure 
some retail lines to sell. And find the money. Through casual con- 
versation with his now landlord he found out that the antique 
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It's hard to miss this s y n  ... 

shop at the coriier of the Mad MountanT,iverii liad no  cotitiiiiiing 
lea\e.Then he talked with I )J\Y Knoop about h r i i i g  the 1 o c  x i o n  
In May 1994, it all c ~ n i e  togcthrr Scott Ippik)'icIid \\ hole\'ilers' 
repre\entatitw ,ind tliscirssed buy ing lint,* of good\ t o  sc.11 "It w'i\ 

extremely late in the  W;L\OII. h i t  iiiv re1,itioiiJiip \$ it11 ( Irindritc. 
lielped."C;rindritt~ nianuf'ic turej wnic of the hc\t cquipiiitwt mide  
for charpening \ki\ ~ i i d  mo\t hoard\. 

" In  the beginning i t  \VJ\ \low, ex l )  I Ieceniber and through 
C;hristrri,i~ \va\ grr'it " SL ot t  \ i g h ~  "thcn c ~ i i i t -  threr \ \eekj of golt' 
seawn." (Referring t o  our unuwally \mi 111 Jcinu,ir~ thci\v.) O f  course, 
that; when <ill the rarlier bill\ catlie due 13ut bii\iliej\ picLed u p  
'lg'lln 

Scott worked at SugxbLish i n  the Ski School and with their 
IX~cing Program tiir thrce yexs.  When he told his Sugdrbuh mar- 
keting friends that  he \ \ J S  going to  open J \Iiowboard h o p ,  they 
nere  thrilled and "otTered iiic the earth." No\\ th'it Sunday River 
is taking over, Scott isn't sure n 7 h x  is h,ipptwing 011 the mountain. 

As t o  what he'll do this \uilinicr> rh it's tip 112 the air He just 
knows that hi5 shop will hang in therc doing just  tine, t hmk  you, 
with Dave m c i  hi\ g,.iiig runriing things do\\ ii \ tm-\.  



D eciding cclidt t o  d o  iii the \ui.iiiiei lici\ i m e r  been 
problem fi)r I )oug T e r i i i m .  "Uctneeii t)ook\, I start J 

new ~ L ~ s ~ I ~ L V . "  sa) 1 h u g ,  author of  severd hcmt'ller\ 
includiiig First Strike. 

I n  hi5 home i n  W'irrrn, 1 )oug I ~ A S  found ai1 iiifinite \'iriety of 
inconie-earning powbi l i t i t~  ('nrrentl) he Lvorkj mith cngiiieers 
as Antilles Enginetmiig torw~irdiiig f,lxc5, \ t ( x I C  porthlim. d,itJ, ~ n d  
calls. 

One  new venture i j  

gathering financ i'il in- 
formation for expati i- 
ate\  atid forwLirdiiig 
portfol io  update5 t o  
thrni via fax. He's e \ m  
started a f ~ x  new s p ~ p e r  
with per5onahzed c res+ 

word  puzzle^, sports 
and nems gathered tor 
each perwn who joins 
His office boasts five 
computers crunchirig at  

o n c e ,  pe r  fo r ni i ti g 
chores JS conip1c.x 
fault andysi5, tiniitig, 
backup,  t e 1 e p 11 o 11 c 

switching And iiiortx 

" I  deliber,itcly 
picked the Valley. The 
year my father M'J\ 111, 1 
was living i n  the ('ar- 
i bbean ,  niy I j a d  i n  

Pittsburgh I had 4,( IO0 h o u r $  of iililitarv fl>.ing tinit'. I looked 
around for J place n it11 good \curing witliiti three hour\  of  Pitts- 
burgh." Checking o u t  v m o u f  somrig ~ i r c s .  1 >oiig c'illcd S i i ~ ~ r b u s h  
Ann Macone a i~wt ' red  the p i i o i i c x  5 l i c  \ $ ' I \  \o wart11 m d  ~ ~ i i c o u r -  
aging th'it "I piled into 1111 '05 Mtist,irig i r l d  he,ideri north.  I got 
niy soaring ticket in two \zeck\" (Hi\ Iiccnw pl.ite i q  S O A K  ) He 
kept coining 'ill thJt sumtiler Aiter h i <  K1rht.r tlicd, 1 )oug \old hi\ 
boat i n  the i\land$ ,1nJ n it11 t i t i i i  fi iencL p ~ e c ' p i i c d  to fultill 'in obli- 

Doiiy PI  rnari t i t  iiontc' 
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gation in New Zealand to build fiberglass ,urpl;lnes.They got as far 
a5 British Columbia While they were loading tool5 and equip- 
nient for the job, the new government ot New Zealand changed 
its mind.The contract WAS off “ I  hdd seven months oftiine (to kill) 
and I was just starting to write” 

Doug went back to all the places he had visited: Santa Fe, San 
Juan Islands of I’uget Sound, Colorado, Montan‘i.TheValley drew 
him back. The  niountain~ w r e  accessible for Fports, he liked the 
work ethic, the people were independent. honest and besides, the 
skiing was excellent and the soaring even twtter. H e  moved to 
Sugar R u n  in 1977. He now lives with his witt Seddon Johnson in 
East Warren. 

eter Boynton also came for the chiing the flying (he 15 a 
licensed pilot) and $oaring, the mountain5 and the people 
H e  grew up in Maine &rid Marsachu\etts. During hi5 high 

school years he skied all overVermont and while in college worked 
at Stratton Ski Area In his late 201 and early 30’5 he worked as an 
actor in the soap, “As The  World Turns.“ When he canie to the 
Valley to ski, he Ftayed with three friend< at the Battleground on  
Route  17 Evcntudlv. he decided he wanted a honie here, a place 
to raise a family O n e  ycar, \\ hile at the Fourth of J d y  parade, he 
heard that the Leiths were selling their honie in  Waitsfield. Peter 
bought it 

Then he inet Susan Snyder, a fellow actor on  the series. H e  
wanted to marry Suwi ,  but feared she wouldn’t like thevalley, 
niuch less his new house. He didn’t need to worry. 

“ I  love the Vallev,” says 5usan “The marriage was a package 
deal, Peter and thevalley. I feel a kinship with the people here, 
there’s something \pecial.” Suran Came from a hazelnut and walnut 
farm in Oregon, one of ten children She love5 the “mal l  town 
feel ”They were niarried a t  the Inn at the Koimd Barn Farm in 
October 1989. 

Peter s a d  it verk \;cell,“TheV;llley is ,I jpecial place to live, it’s 
trying to imke a living here that’s tough. I would love to be able to 
make a living in the Valley” While Susan coiniiiutes to New York 
weekly, Peter composes music (his dream) while caring for their 
three-year-old daughter, Logan. 



Their quietvalley hoiiiesteail becmie ‘1 i i i e c ~ ~  for vi\iting friends 
At tinies this inade finding tinic to \pend together difficult. I hiring 
one period of endlrss p i e m ,  Susan iiientioiied t hi$ Lick o fp r i \ acv .  
Peter grabbed a brown blanket and hir wift. and w,tlked o u t  the 
door.They climbed up the hill above their hoiiic, spread the blan- 
ket and sat down to eiijoy 5oiiie p e ~ c e  and q u i c r  They h,idii’t been 
there long when Peter heard noise$. As he looked d o w i i  the hil l ,  
one of his neighbors, Hob Tracy, W J ~  walking up towxd theni izith 
a rope in one hand and a gun in the othei “Thought you \\ere a 
dead cow that ought to  be moved,” Bob told theni. 15ob mll laughj 
about that one. “Well, I was only trving to Iielp.” 

elping Semis t o  be Marty and Lei$ I>cHwr’\ other 
name.Through their years of irioving aiitiqtiet t h w  h<ive H collected, they have perfected tlie .it t of m o b  111s \tuff 

When Br im and Linda Forrcst wc.re mob trig luck into the11 rc- 
built home, after a ilasty 
fire, the IleHeers were 
there to help. 

Another  neighbor  
m e n t i o n e d  tha t  he r  
mother was moving just 
up the road from theni. 
“Gee, we’ll help move 
her. When do you want 
us there?”That Wediies- 
day a t  8 AM they arrived 
with their van, truck, 
and stacks of  blankets. 
Their sweatshirts said it 
a l l ,  “Supe r  Movers .”  
Within three hours the 
apartment was emptied; 
the large furniture was in 
the new house, the big 
boxes of possessioiis in  
the proper rooms, and 
the Super Movers done 
and gone. T h e  bewil- 

Lois at work ( i t  the DeHeers’ shop Step 
Back in %me 



dered neighbor h,id p1,iniit.d fix two d , y s  of  Iiioving. She slept 111 

her new quarters th‘it night h r  the first tinic. 
“We love the i>eople, tlir quainttie\\ of the buildings, the f x t  

that theVdley i w ‘ t  ovc.rcrowded,” say\ Lo15 “Shopkeeper< give you 
time, they don’t igiiorc you You are ,iccc.pt‘d as a friend, not J l l S t  ‘1s 

bumiest You ju \ t  c m ’ t  bc,u the people in thisValley!” 
I n  1080. the I)etIcers, rhen living 111 Ncw Jersey, hdci a chance 

to “borrow” friciici’5 house on Roubury Mountan Rocid 111 ex- 
change for ydrd \zorl\ and  cleaning Ai they trweled .iround the 
Valley, they gren to love i t  So m u c h  5 0 ,  they bought property 
here to build theii retitetiieiit hotnc. I t  had t o  be just right, d o s e  
enough to tcn\ii. vet f u  enough from t c m i i  to be perfect. They 
hut id  their spot on thc E.ist Warren I\o.id 

l3> 1080, M x t y  I i ~ d  st’veii )ears plus until his retireiiierit from 
the W,ildwick Ihiough I’olice Ilcp,irtiueiit i n  New Jerscy. Their 
IioLise 111 WJitsfieltf u t i \  uiiL1er CoiistrLiLtioti. That Fall, cveti before 
it iv‘is finished, they iiiovtd i n  Workmg M eckend5 in Vcriiioiit, by 
the next suriiiiit’r, t hc  houw \ v ~ s  done.?‘hry tiirriithed it b) trdvel- 
irig the fled iiidrkrt ‘iiicl antique ciiciiit. In New Jersey, Loi j  worked 
for a Lvhile with ~ i i  ciiitiquc shop alii1 started collecting. Sooii, ,in- 

tiques overtlo\\crl thcii- Ne\% J c r q  lic~nit. Loir u y s ,  “We h,id to  
consider \elling thc ~*ollection.”Ati aiitiquc‘ shop seenitd to  be the 
way to  do i t ,  ,ilthough. Lvith Mart). nem ing retirement. they didn’t 
xvant to get tied cion ri t o  a d d y  s h o p  x-heciule. In tdking M ith 
their friend Art\ ljciiiiett they discovered ht. wmted J J e,ir-rouiid 
‘in tiqu e s hop 1 ri s t e,i d ( ) f h i s se‘iv )ii J I  F o  t gotten FU r 1115 hi I I gs . 

After M a t \  ’s retirenieiit, joining f;)rce\. they bought the old 
Mor imty  Hullding jforiiicdy Valley l).iiiit ,  then Sweet Pea), fixed 
~ i p  the interior a i d  opened Thciiiksgiviiig WceL in 1904 Arty works 
soriie days, thc I >cHc.crs \\d othei s J I ~ J  tlicv ‘ire free t o  t r d e  off 
as the need uiscX5 

ete and Ilottie I),tnione traded otf the Long Island lifest) le 
for the quiet ofVcrnioiit, $0 they thought. 1)eciding Ver- 
mont w , i {  ,I good pl‘ice t o  h e ,  thev moved to Stowe. Un- 

fortunately for thzni. Stoiie &as too iiiuch like the Hanptons. 
While phying polo wi th  the Stowe tewi ,  Pete realized there \vas 
roiiiething ‘ibout the 5~ig:drbush 1’010 7 e ~ i i i  he appreci‘ited. (:om- 
ing t o  the V,ille) to play ~ n c l  visit, lie iigtircd out uha t  it ita he 





S 



using ‘in aiicient wood-b~irnitig tool of Spat k) ‘ 5 .  n i d e  signs to $ell 
a t  crd? shou$.“We did coriiv pli i-dw like ‘H,ive ,I \lice Ilay’,’Wreck 
Room‘, general art, (’,il\ert bottle\, tlidt \OI t ot‘\tiiff-.,” t’egg\ cay\ 
“ I  started pantirig ~ i o ~ d c ‘ i t  h x  I \  m c l  \old tlieiii. ‘ jut  hen people 
saw the signs. they .iAt.J for iiwre, s o  ILC ior~ccntrated <)II the 
figiis ”When the recession hit, I’eggy \vent bcicl\ to  painting ho\vI\. 
Selling by word-of-niouth and through gdlltzry coiitacts, t h y  now 
sell bowls as far a w q  as Arizona, Ye\\. Mexico, Japm, Europe. 
Mexico, and Afric,i.While in blexicu once they met a woiiidn on 
the beach who  hadju5t received one of l’egm’$ bowls a$ R gift. 

Sparky’s first shop \vah in thc Old Churc I I  b .~~e tnen t  on Route 
100. His partner \vas Aldo \peroiii, thcir I~ndlord While Aldo even- 
tually went into coriiiiiercid n t ,  3pCirA) continued miking his hand- 
carved signs but ino\ ed to thr c ) l d  131ut. 13utlLhig o i i  13ridge 5treet 
in 1972 By 1973, the\ decideii thc rent \I J> too high m t l  they 
could ltve ~ n d  work 111 one ~ I J c - ~ .  The ~ O L I W  thtsy built theti hac 
3ince expanded to four building> 011 .i F,q \ t o n  hillside. 

Sparky’s fint Vallq \igti \ \as  for the l,m I - h l  F l d ‘ ~  GaIl‘ighcr’5 
Pub. According to Peggy, S p d  y had ,i ret icleric\ to ~ ~ i y  “ye\” he 
could do  any sign, whether he’d c l o t i t .  one lihe i t  o r  not.Theii he’d 
have to figure out ho\v t o  do i t  

Sparky and Peggy Potter caught hetwrrri.jobs . 



Sunny Lindy, ,i 

res taurateur  fro ii i  
M o n t r e a l  asked 
Sparkv  to indke 
signs for his many 
e s t a bli5 h ti1 e n t s i i i  

Canada .  T h e  first 
signs were so good 
that he told Sparky 
he could do whdt- 
ever  h e  w a n t e d .  
Sparky did: bar tops. 
Eeat?, just p1,iin x t -  
work, wh‘itever he 
could inanage. f3en 
&Jerry’s Ice (’rrani 
Company “let’\ 115 

go n u t \  wi th  o u r  
stuff i n  their  (;ift 
Shop,” 5ays Peggy 

R o y  C o h e i i ,  
f o r m e r  o w n e r  o f  
S u gar  b u s 11, LI 5 c d 
S p J rk y ’s 
w h e n  he  had told 

t a I e t i  t Peggy at work in her studio 

businesses he would help pay for a ne\v sign-if they added the 
words “At Sugarhisti V~lle\  ” t o  the artwork. Many took R o y  up 
on  the offix. Of courw, those three words c,iused an  uprodr among 
Valley re5idents who kneu they lived in the Mad River Valley. 

Sparky teaches skiing a t  the Faystori Elenlentdry School and 
coaches soccer rn ith his children’s te~ins.  1 - 4 ~  arid his daughter, 
Gracie, smg i n  C,tbin Fever Follie\. l’cggy taught piano for five 
yedrs, filled in during rehears~ls of Val1t.v Players’ niusicals, volun- 
teered a t  the Favston Elementary School playing piano for their 
programs, a i d  \corked with the ELF progIan.  She also worked 
u ith Zelda Zelohi  cit*velopiiig an  earlv childhood development 
program to niciiii\tie‘iiii 5pc c i ~ l  itreds kids i I i t o  regular classrooms. 
All thi\ kvhile raisiiig their c hildren: Cli,irlotte, Cr‘icie arid Lee. 



77te Potter home in Fayston outviookrng the Val ley  

C atering to the kid 111 ‘ill of L I ~ ,  ( ; ~ e l i c  McTigue’? All 
Things Bright ,ind Btxutifd 011 13rldge Street is ‘1 ha- 
ven of qtuft’ed a i i i~nah  -froin tiny to hui~iongous. 

“We picked thevalley I ~ c ~ i ~ t s e  i t  \\a\ 111 rhe center ofthe state 
Fold a Vermont map .my \\a\ ,ind Wciit5ficld coiiies out 111 the 
middle.” Gaelic Mc‘Tigue enipiiasizc~l her \vortl\ with the <ippro- 
priate map-folding x-tmn\ I n  IO60. 5ight ~iii\een, the M c T  ~gues, 
Gaelic, her twin sister Bonnie. a n d  their niothzr, Irene, C - ~ I I I C  to 
theValley.They had lie\ er been to Verinont lwtore. “We weren’t in 
our house an hour behre Flctc her .ind l\uth Jo4m cCiiiie o\er to 
see if they could help 

“Gee, we were froin ~:Iiic,igo! We didn’t k n o w  that i n  miall 
towns if the lights go 0 1 1  i n  J fi>riiierly eniptl, ho~iie, the neighbors 
figure it means new friend\ to iiieet 2nd coinc‘ on over” 

Surrounded by animals, wnie r e ~ l ,  mo\t t o y ,  ( ;,ielic recdls their 
arrival. “There \vaj 3 note 011 the c h o r ,  ‘Prinie the pinip.  If you 
need help call George S‘iwyer ” She thro\\ s h c A  her hexi and 
laughs.“In Chicago, if you \$ant water. you turn on , I  fiiucet! I’uinp? 
What pump?” She \hciuk her 1ic.ad. “We c,illcd (;eorgc. Hc took 

Gaelic had a mail-order Chi i s t i i i a  orn‘itiic’iit bu\ines, Bonnie 
got a j o b  working for Architect\. By 1973, t’ie! ,)pened their first 
shop in the Blue B u i l h g  on Hridgc Streixt C )ne rooin, srll1ng 
ornaments and hand-iii,idc quilt\ As shop\ iie\t to them lcft or 

p1ty on us.” 





Bridge Street: The IlfcTiguc’s Animal Kingdom 

Inent Store on the Uarre-Montpelier Road to piirchdse same.When 
they requested two identiccil sets of leg warnierj (front m d  back 
legs, of course) the saleswoman dsked if the leg\\ artiiers \vert‘ for 
an animal in the “tedd) bear shop in Watsfield ”Their reput‘ition 
had spread. Aside from the fact thdt they h.iw ot‘ten been \\ritten 
up in nunierous news ‘irtirles arid nationd n i ~ g ~ r i i i e \  

After a seven-year tiiatus from iiidkirig her ov 11 Christnicis or- 
naments, Gaelic 19 creating her Sdntds again “ I  rc.dly ~niswd mdk- 
ing those ornanients. I t  was quzh a part of nit”.” She paints  each 
ornament seated a t  her morkbench in the Christni,is Shop sur- 
rounded by stacks ofbalsam o rn~n ien t  shape5 waiting to be piinttd, 
paper designc for yet more ornmieiit5, jar\ of c olortiil p‘iiritj and 
dozens of bru5hes. Her inspirations come froiii interndtional tradi- 
tiom and just plain whinisy: “‘T’hrec I h g  Night” h,is three dogs 
sleeping with Santa in  bed, Sant.1 on 5kis. \ a n u  on ‘1 bike, SmtCi 
and variouc anirnals. 

In describing their arrival i t 1  1969 Gaelic  ad, “I t  \ v a ~  like i n -  

stant fdniily.We didn’t h a w  dny Iiviiig gr~ndpdreiits. I didn’t k n o u  
what i t  tva5 like li~viiig big t~ni i ly .”  She tondlv reiiiernber~ the 
help so freely given in the early y e m  by thc Joshiis. Everctt ‘ind 
Katherine Palmer, Elyw Long m d  her Lite husband ( ’ A d .  “Sud- 
denly, we had ‘family and grandparents’.“ 
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B oh C;ovc, I eiiitmibers hi\ neighbor, Elqah Fuller, coming 
to tahe Bob o n  h i \  rounds arouiid his farin. “When I 
\ V ‘ I ~  J littlt. bit of‘ I guv, no sooiiei could 1 walk, I was 

dra\\7n to  aiiiiiials We h a d  alve\ and horses. Elijah Fuller used to 
come over the p‘i\tul-e froni cvh‘it is iiow Bliieberry Lake with his 
little horse, to  >alt  Iii\ )ouiig c‘ittle and foals m d  m~res.  He used to 
c h \ e  JII eYtr,i tno  miles ‘1 dw to fetch nit’ to take nie with him 
b e c a u ~  he hiie\i I l o ~ e d  a i i ~ i i ~ d \ . ”  

According to l b b ,  he \%as “hatched” ‘it the little house next to 
\%licit I \  no\\ 13luet)crrv Like He WAS the Idst of eight; four girls, 
four boys 

“We used t o  t.irm where the Roths ‘ire now (off East Warren 
Rod)  ~ i i d  t‘ipptd 2,300 biicket\ for sugaring. We used two team5 
of Uelgian horses t o  g.ither up.” He earned his living logging, farm- 
ing and giving sleigh i ides 

Hc l i ~ e s  i n  Moieto\\ii iiou \\ith Marion Barton,his partner of 
20 yeais,”who piidird a n d  h v c d  tile to  get where we are today.” 

Fit‘Eeeii y e m  ‘igo he sold out his dairy herd of 11 5 head of 
A) rshires Hi\ herd includtd t w o  heifers noniinated for national 
ci\tard<. one cou t l id t  Ic,id the stdte i n  butterfit for two years in a 
row, arid two dicit \vert> sold for high dolldr (they were the highest 
bid aniinals o f t h e  \ale) in Riitlaiid ‘it a n  all-New England sale. He 
s h o ~ e d  his prim , i i i i t i i ~ l s  <it fairs around the state and at UVM. 

“1 redly lobe niy horses ” l h b  (;eve not oiily loves his horses, 
but i t  I \  obtious th‘it they love 111111 equally. Now he has 1 1 of three 
different sizes -iiiost <ire hiige l{elgians, thrw Haflingers and two 
iiiiiii‘itiircs Ail 1 8-vt.,ir-old l k l g i ~ n  brood iiiare spent the winter 
111 Larigdon, NII used hy n friend to raise a team. H i 5  Belgian 
“Pritic e” \\‘is c h i \ \  11 1 1 1  Nzw Hmipshire through the winter a i d  
hitched with his Cricmd’s Belgian ‘:Jiiii” h i -  sleigh rides.“l 1111s him. 
Terribly” He lid\  ,I p u r  of Belgian mares, 6 a i d  7-ye~r-olds, that 
fc~iled t h i 4  spring 

“You hiion, ut‘ worked hard in those days. During gugaring 
season, thc. school ‘irraiged ,t  four-week v,ication so the boys could 
help \\ i t h  the sug,iring We \t,ived in school str‘iight through to the 
sugariiig b r e k  ii istcad of h ~ r ~ i i i g  ‘1 \\eek otT every eight weeks as 
they do  no\+. Tlie pthered syrup \vas put into 55-gallon drum5 
and taken to But Iiiigton fo1 d e  The dark miff, we were told, was  
used t o  cure tob,icc (1’’ 
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built, before the 1iLertock o r  hay moved in, I dance was held. Ed 
renietnbrri hi\ fir\t d,iilccs .it the old Neil1 tk in  on E.ijt Warren 
Road, during l’rolirbition “ I  reniember going there as a teen.Trav- 
eling then wds soiiic*tliiiig! We h,id lots of dance5 with Andy Baird’s 
orchestra The) plLn ed ,111 over (:entr,il \.’errnorit. I t  was a four-or 
five-piccc orchc\tr,i \\ i th a a\, violin, di  iinitiier, trumpet, and pi- 
ano,jtiSt like (;letin hllllei-i oic1ic.m-a. Wc. had ‘two-round dances’, 
the t u  o-\tep, polk I, fi)atrot, L h t o n  fiiiicy, Portland Fancy, and 
square dance\ I<ilcx\ Moultoii M J\ the btzst ( .Iller around He lived 
off Nuiiiber Yint. 1 [ill III F,i>\toil ‘’ 

much a drink came to 
the dmczs E,vtw tht. iiioon~1i1iit.1 \ tht~nisc‘lve~ occajionally showed 
up “The JLithoritii’\ o n l y  tmforc-ed I’rohibtcion laws when they 
had to.”Wheii €xi’\ ~)i-otlier-iii-l‘i\~~ built h i \  h m i ,  dances were held 
there, too.  In 10.50. t c i ;  i c l d y  built their big barn.The last of  the 
big b x n  ciai icv\  \ \ C ~ I C  Ii~*ld rliere until tht. l i ~ y  went in.“We picked 
up bAg\ of  eiiipt! h w  h t I e \ . ”  c Iemiiig up the mess. 

Soinetinic i i i  t l ic  i i i ~ d - O O \ ,  Ed Wheldoli decided that he had 
done Mimtrel Slion 5 e l \ c ~ t  here .tnd wint td  to do  ronie in the 
VAlley to ra re  nioiie\ i i ~  tile I”IA Accordingly, the shows were 
held ‘it theV;tlle\ I’la\,t.r\ Tlict,itei o i l  Rc\utr  100. If you go back- 
stag? and l o o k  0 1 1  t l t c  \\all\, yoii’ll find their naines and dates 
scrCiwled every\vlic.ic. t d  Enrich temenibers tli‘it he and Katherine 
Palmer, a\  p r t  of’ tlicir x t ,  t i i d  ,I ‘”boom’ and Cell over backwards.” 

Ed \aci,”Soiiie of’ui \.ins <I\ a quaitet. and ~ v e  had a choruswe  
had school tr,iiher \. ( ’les\on ~ i i d  Florence Eurich, Jan Bdrnard, 
Gertrude Baird aiici otlit*rs We u\ed the ilioney for extra-curricu- 
Iar acti\’itie$ ‘it thc s~ hool.“ 

Ed hiniwlf’, bee init‘ the Heaei of the Vermont Department of 
Agriculture for \ I \  \ex\, \ p ~ i i t  four years i n  the Legislature (1 965- 
69), and \ \ a 5  the yotinge5t tblected trustee of  UVM, in its history, 
during thdt tinit’ Ileti>rc hi\  cxlect ion to  thc Legislature, he was 
working the Vicc I’rt.siderit of the State Fai iii Bureau for years. 
He h a d  t o  ”go to i o i i f c w i i (  e\, J l  over. If I ti‘idn’t had a working 
famil) (of f i ~ c  chilclreii) I c t)Lildii’t h,iw doiie it. We were In the 
potato hurliit.\s, too Wt. h m  

Now retired. t d  i\ thc- I’resident of  the Couples Club. Before 
their proper orgai~i/,itioii,tii‘. Couple\ <:iub’\ activities were inore 
a social iiiL*ctiiig t o  ~ > I J \  c ~ i c l \  d i i d  gmies A I  churche? and the homes 

“Runiiers” sc~lli i ig illeg<il hootch for 

ted up  to 17,000 bujhels a year.” 
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Bob Cove and Ed Eurich tukirig a break 

of the memberr In 1958, they hrn icd  “ f i r  hettei-nieiit ofthe coni- 
munity.” The  members raised money at  first by babySittiiig, hair 
cutting, mowing lawns, selling wood, then holding duction$, roast 
beef suppers for skirr\, g m i e ~  wpprrs, and lambakes. The) spon- 
sored dances for youngsters, hcld 5toi-k shower\, fixed up the Fed- 
erated Church, put up Iighteci trees a t  <:hristiii‘iS, i n d e  sick visit5 
and gave gifts. One >rar  Carol K i n g h r y  accepted an  awxd for 
the club for having collected 38 b d p  of t r ~ s h  o n  Clean Up Day. 

Their coniniunit), spirit l e d  them to  plant the trees between 
the old High School a i d  the c<‘nter o f t o u i i ,  bring toilets iiito the 
Town Clerk’s office, fix up thr old Methotli5t (.hurch .tnd put  i n  

showers for the basketball playei s using the building (now the home 
of Cabin Fever Quilts on l ioutc  lOO).Thev wcln a beautificatioii 
award for a lovely garden offlowers they plmted. I<e~ilizing .I need 
for recreation space fi)r youngster$, they bciuglit the land that is 
now called the (:ouples (:luh Field on Rout? 100 across from 
Olde Tymes. As a unitrd c onintunit! e fhr t  hy ( ouples ,ind \iiiglec, 
they have and contintic to acconiplish ni~rc-11 in  theVa1lc):Thr dues 
are wriply $5 to join. $ 1  ,I yea ‘ifter that t o  +t,iy ‘I riicriiber They  
are always looking h r  n e ~ v  nieinbrr s a i d  \roluutecr$ You c,in j ~ i i i  

by calling Ed Eurich (president), Jack Siiiith o r  Vic l h i i i c i s  “Wt. 
get older and we haw our liniitation~,” uys Ed 
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First, they looked i n  Stowe For mon ths  they looked i n  5towe. 
When they yen t 11 red towmi t h t’ Vd1 ey, t h ei I- S to\vt% real es t‘i t e ‘igeri t 
said, “If  you niakr i t  t o  W‘irrrii. you uon’t conie b‘ick herr ” He 
WJS right. (:liarlie found ‘I houw ott’the Infei no R ~ a d  They ino\7eci 
to the Vallev permant-ntlv in 1O76 m d  r.111 ,I (lining room where 
cros\-country ,kier< could s t o p  iclr lunch, n i n i n l v  ~ u p s .  She is still 
noted for her fant.imc- s o u p  

I n  108.5, the m d  C h ~ r l i e  moved to  an  .ip,irtnicnt in  Waitsfield, 
“bec,iuse i t  is \o niuch e,i\ier t o  get m y \ \  1iere.You can wall\’ I h t \  
the Inferno Road ” 

Typicd of mo%t people who lead exciting lives, these days Jane 
still h,is her projects Ajide fi-0111 her librxy \vork, she volunteer\ a t  
the Wood Art Gallery 111 Montpcalier Shtz V,J< on the I 3 o ~ r d  of tlie 
Wcishington (:ouiit> Ment,il kie,ilth for .I ~ o ~ i p l c  of ye‘irs. Ash her 
.ibout te~iChiiig i n  ( ’h in .1  o r  1ic.r t\\o-yecir s t i n t  A\ n WAC‘ while 
Charlie w ~ s  in the Artily Air C’orpj 

lying seems to be i n  the blood of i i i a i )  J Vcilleyite 13013 

Bringing their w n ,  I toh .  ,I fellon pilot, tliev ,irrivtd pis t  a\ 
the Sug,d3ush Airport getting stx-ted Je.ir-1 “poked m ~ u n d ”  
looking for n house “ A t  th‘it inoment n p i \  put  1114 liuiitiiis caiiip 
on the nixket,” s q s  l h b  “ W e  bought it ininiedi,itclv“ 

I 3 o h  is n o  strmgc.1 to  Verinont “Thei-c. Ii.i\e been Uuc  ks i r i  

Vermont since 1704. i i i ~ k i n g  nie ,iliiiost . I  \\00(1~1ii1ck ” Hi< father 
was bo rn  i n  Johnson.  111s grnndrhther i n  F,iirta\. 

“We werc‘ i n  I3iich\ ( ’ o u n t ~ .  l’eniisyI\~~ni~, i i iaking ,111 old harn 
into ‘i level> I i o n i c ~ ,  .rricl got side tr,iched ” I k i b  griti~,“Fortu~i,itely.” 

Shortly ‘ifter l3ob .iiiii J e ~ n  i i i ov rd  up, Rob rollo\ved 
l h b  retircd froniT WA in  1‘)71 ‘is “the f f - 1  p i lo t  i n  seniority a t  

the time,” flying 737; to Europe as ( :apt.iin Ht. mas a n  advisor to 
tlie design teain o f the  S5 r‘ (Super\otiic Tr‘iii\port\). 

Bob htcr,illy 1% rotc tlic books  o n  we,ithc~ tl\.irig, three 111 fact, 
after pioneering the pr‘ictice o t  h e a  iiig h i i i ~ ~ e l f ‘ , ~ n d  his  pl,iiie into 
anything foul above tree l e ~ r l .  F t c  rc’c eived n i~ i iv  citations m c l  rec- 
ognitions for his contributions t o  we,ither flying sJt’rtv-including 
one fioin I’rejident Ii.iri-L rruiiian. I-ic \ta-ted fly~ng by building 
himself ‘1 glider urhen he \v<ij tifteeii. In 10.37. I3ob joined TWA 
rising 117 rank to <~liiefPiIot He \\rote the TWA i t i ~ t r ~ c t i ~ i i  i i imual  

13uc.k a n d  hi \  \I I ~ c . ,  J C A I I ,  i,itnc be< .ILI\C of the glidilig. 
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estate anywhere they went. No change while visiting the Valley. 
Sigi Haslinger took them around until thry came to what I F  no\\ 
their house on l lump Road in Warren. The! bought it, haviiig 
already sold their hoine in the Washington, 1X: area “Santa h r -  
bdra cost too much. Arizona \vas too hot ’‘ 

A1 had recommended they stay at the recently opened Inn ,It 
the Round Barn F,mn when they visited. Hut when Phil c d e d  t o  
make reservation5,Jack and Lhreeii Siniko’s buwes5 phone iiever 
answered They came to the Valley anyway a n d  stayed elsemrhere. 
Later, phoning for reservdtiom again, this rime using the Sinikos’ 
home number, they got through.The King5 were among the Inn’$ 
firqt guests and witnessed the first wedding there At the time, the 
Sinikos were beginning to  renovate the round barn arid hoping to 
find a good use for it 

Phil and Onriette King 

For  t w o  year?  
Jaiios Lawrence ~ n d  
Roberta  Tracy h ~ d  
been trying to start J 

“cultural center” i i i  

thr\rd’dlley.A phce  for 
drtists to their 
w o r k  and g‘ither . 
They had a small gal- 
lery o i i  Uritlge 
Street, but i t  \%.I$ not  
growing AC thev h,id 
h0pi.d Eventudllv 

t o  m r t  J culturd cen- 
ter using the barn. 
Through the collec- 
tive efforts of inan). 
spcxheaded In the 
Kings ,  F r d n k  ~ i i d  

Marge Shernuii, ,>nd 
lack and l l o r e c n  
\ i i n k o ,  t he  Green  
I\! o u  n tdi  n (1 11 1 ~ L I  rJ 1 
Center was  born. 

dit‘ lde3 WdS hatched 
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K‘ith) Hors t ,  w h o  
\+orked with ,tamed 
glm, asked Vikki if 
\he wmted  to try it 
Vikki did and has 
b w r i  \elling her Lvork 
t h ro ugh S h 1 tnriier 1 ng 
( ; I J \ s  i i i  Waterbury 
( enter o r  by \cord- 
of-mouth since then. 

O f  co i i r \c .  be-  
tn.een Fred’s retirc- 
iiient, Vikki’$ \t<iined 
g:I~s\ work a n d  sea- 

retirement from 
thc iiiouimin, this al- 
low\ theni time for 
their favorite summer 
dL tivity, Falling. 

Vikki hleade working on a stairiecl glass lamp 

Idell 13c‘ttis keeps retiriiig t oo  T h e  weather retired 
hini this \pt ing .I\ tlic “ring m-ixt‘r’’ ‘it the  Skatiuin. A He reniembcrs \z hen Alter Fdrr h d  his skating rink un- 

der the covered bridge 111 W~it\field “Altee strung a wire across the 
river s o  he could gct i h s n  to \kdtt‘ dt tiiglit.The f in t  tiiiie I tried 
skdting:, 1 \i‘aS u ~ i g  cl,itiip-~n ikntes. I 9tur.k 111) foot up to go a i d  
WJS going 60 rides pcr h o u r  ~ n d  not  knoumg where I W J ~  going 
to lmd! One ot‘the te,ichcn ,i\Led tiiy liiou 1 \vile.’That Bettis boy, 
l id\  he been dririkuig;’ ‘No,’ 5 h r  FAIJ, ‘It’s his first time on sk,ite\.“’ 

He \\JS born it1 Ea!iton, ~ l thc~i igh  “ I  wa\ii’t old enough to 
remeniber” Alden I \  tht. one of. tile firqt i n  Veritiont to build a 
“cablc television” ( i t ‘ \oi i  will) ‘ ‘ In  earl) 1052, through the good- 
ties> of Mrs. Fdrr,slie Ict tile u \ t s  her telephotie poles, a n d  I hitched 
the \\ire ontv the. tr . We i i , l d  \&hdt they c ~ l l e d  the 3SO-oh11i 
ladder \?’ire. I t  \vds j t i %  ?OO-obn~, but it liad the ledst resi\taiice 
wire that \ v a k  prdcticai <it the tiilie ( : o - ~ ‘ i t ~ l  c ~ b l e  was way beyond 



anyone'c means. I got 15 
people together ~ i i d  1 
strung a wire from Errievt 
Tucker's house [north cor- 
ner of Old Count) R o a d  
and Route 100, oppokite 
Kenyon'\] to the old hotel 
[ Waitsfieid House on  the 
corner of Route 1 OO m c i  
Bridge Street] and hitched 
15 wts on .  We had  .I vet i i i  

the rert'iurant 117 thr. lww- 
ment of  the old (ihetto 
Building (no\?. W'iit\fit.lti 
HOUW). And people cdinr 
from all over the countrj. to 
see it.They thought it wa4 
pretty iiiiraculous! I t  did 
work prett) good. It  had n 
lot of problenis, thuiidt~r- 
shower4 knocked i t  o u t  
People got all shook up 
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7% e Alutl~ QL- 
ritlierine de jLLiriie Werner 15 a firclanc t a  writer li\ ing 111 K Waitsfield. Shc \vritc\ fe<iture\ fcx the Times-Argus Countnj 

Courier m d  cditr 1 1 ~ i ~ ~ 3 o i i i  HOLIW'S The 01)icicti Direcloq fo U.S. 
Fleu Markets, ,I h i  - y c h  irll edition published t i i  the \pring )he I \  

the director of the Ih ro thy  C ,infield Fisht I- Writer\ cloiitcrencc 
held i n  UurlinCl't"ii,Vertriont oil  die fourth n e e k e n d  in J L I I ~ C * .  




