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0 Written and Keseuched by Kick I Iaynes 

T(len Quackenbush of Waitdield tells a humorous stor)., one that is a fimng 

Ken wras in New l’ork State when a traveler ashed him hoM to gct to Port Kent, 
cc)mment on the general state of Vermont roads until the vxond half of the last ccntur).. 

XY. I t  is the \~cstern terminal of the terry that cros!!c\ I A e  Champlain to Ihrlington. 
(;i\cn the nmc of&)., Ken \vas confident that the tourist could not make the 1st  

fern. but the tourist insisted on trying to make the l&t boat. Ken wondercd out loud 
\\ hF it as W) important to take the feny and not to driic across the (:row n Point 

Bridge. ‘I‘he female traveler reslxlnded ever so bluntly. “I want to avoid dri\ing on 
those i’ermont roads z!\ much 

n ( d  \vhen the) hear a comment like that of the doubting tourist. Hut  it is hard to 

possible!” 
()fa)urse, anyone who has driven some of our back roads in April may smile and 
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argue that our modern “mud season” is more than an inconvenience that requires extra 
visits to the car wash and rcmoking our shtm at the back door. After all, if you trust 
the wisdom of the voters, most Vermont residents favor retaining unpaved roads and 
frown on major asphalt projects. And, in truth, most Vermont drivers negotiate the 
muck for only a few weeks a year and very few of us need to be towed. 

Back in the dags-. 

If we feel the need to complain about our dail! commute, lets m to imagine 
conditions of a fcw years ‘ago -- or to bc more accurate a couple of hundred years 
ago - to the period when l’ennont and the Mad River Valley wz\ being settled. 
Before we cxplorc .some of the transportation issue5 that faced early residents of the 
Mad River Valley, it would be fitting to hqyn with a little background. 

IC all begins with Samuel de Champlain 

I n  1609, the French exylorer Samuel de 
Champlain, traveling the length of Iake 
Champlain, laid claim to the eastern shore in the 
name of France. He called the land Yerd hfont,” 
French for Green Mountains. 

In 1763. the French temtory was granted to 
Britain as part ofthe ‘Treaty of Paris, calling an end 
to the French and Indian War. I-iowever a hitch 
developed soon attenvards - both New York and 
Sew Wampshirc laid claim to the same land - the 
land that was to bcwme l’ermont. 

Ethan Allen. an entrepreneur and land 
speculator from Connecticut, bought tracts offorest land throughout Vermont. 
He was granted his land titles by New Hampshire, 3s part of the ‘ N ~ M  €fampshire 
Grants.” The facz that New 1 ork also claimed rights to these lands raised the ire of 
Allen and a fellowship of fellow speculators. I t  was n o t  only the claims laid b! New 
York that angered them, the) were equally disdainhl of Great Britain and the grasp 
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the country held on  the cnlonies. In 1770. the men annul themselves as a militia - 
the) took this mattcr \'en .wriously - and acquired thc name "Green Mountain Boys." 

This ragtag, but spirittd, militia took to the M txxls in an attempt to change the 
scene. They began to hand 13ritain a series of defeats, beginning with the 13artle of 
'Tiwnderoga, moving up the lake to (:rown Point and then on to St. Johns, Qucbec. 
€31 ~m,  the matrer was scttlcd. 'I'heir efforts led to the defeat of the 13ritish. As a 
result, New York facied from the pimire. Vermont went on to krome a republic, 
seeparate from, and indcpcndent of, thc 14 original states. Vermont soon established its 
own mnstitution, coined ics own currency, and gave the legislature the power to form 
h a 1  governments. 

I t  is in this historical context that new facrs and new families made their M ay into 
Vermont and the h l d  Kivcr \'alley. 

Wlley Grants arid Sectlerneti[s, 1763-1788 

&I the briefest way pmiblc, well take a Icmk at the four Vallq towns in their 

Moreto\m \vas the first Vdle) town to be granted a charter. On June 7,1763, King 
\cry early d q  s. 

George Ill - through the hands of N a v  Hampshire (;overnor Bcnning M'cnnvorth - 
'by the <;race of <;(xi, of <;reat 13ritain, I;rancu: and Ireland, King and defender of the 
Faith." gantcd the charter for lands that would become Moretown, about g,mo 

altogether. The grant establtshd the Winmki River as its northcrn line with the other 
horders drau n AS straight linfi ,  a facr that did not rake geography into acmunt .  'Ihc 
rcsulting tcnitoq was one di\iried by mountains. ridge, and ri\vn. 'I'hc ehdlenge WAS 

- and remains to this d q  - one of establishing a unified community. In faa. the first 
settlement took place along thc WintxAii River. far remo\d from the town's e\~cntltal 
\Illage center and even farther .HI fkom thu scttlements e s t  of the Northfield Kange. 
It not until i7yo that Ebencxxr H,uxltine cleared Imi upriver from 1 luxbury. 
Scttlcmcnt in the %fad Ri\er \'de! area of Moretown follow\ later. 
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Other Towns Soon Follow 

Shortlb after the first land w as tilled in ;2loreto\vn. John Thorp and about 
seven9 fellobv investors recei\*ed a grant of land that \t.ould bccome thc town of 
Warren. In  i 8 y ,  additional lnnd \vas annesed from the town of Ihcoln, bringing the 

total area of the town to just over 27,oc)o acres. 
The town \\'as named after .Ioseph &'men, a militia t kneral \vho \vas the first 

Amerian fatality during the 13attlc of Hunker €!ill. 
Among Warren's first scttlers was .Asahel Young. much admired for his bear 

hunting skills. Young built a cabin for himself down along the ri\.er. 'I'aking advanrage 

of the po\ver that the rhw otferetl, Young opcned a grist mill. thus la>ing the founda- 

tion of what u.ould later k m m e  \\'arren \'illage. hlcanwhile, a significant settlement 

\vas txcurring on the plateau along thc cas end of toun. Up there \vas an established 
travel route laid o u t  by the Indians, and the level, fertile land \\'as conduci\t to 

agriculture. ' I h t  Warren" bccanie thc tou.n's center of commerce until the i Y  < 20s. 

The Wait Family Arrives 

T h e  next town to go\\ n ~ s  i+'ditstieIct when. on  Fcbruaq q,i,xz, a charter \\'as 
granted by the Gobemor of \Prmont to Colonel Henjamin N'ait and around \even9 
imestors. The land was originalli sun eved b) "illiam SI rong and encompasscd 
about 23,000 acres. 'I'he tcrntoq stretched from the \+ cstern fiwthills of the (;reen 
hlountain blain Range easnvarct and o ~ c r  the sumniit ot \I hat \vc no\r call the 
Sorthfield Range. I t  later bccamc ob\ tau\ that the scnsthlc thing to do 15 to ccdc 

the land to the east of the ridge to the ton n of Northfield. and parcels \\'ere ,miuect 

to that t o w n  in 1822 and iXy0. 'I'he arc& of the to\\ n is currenth dwut 1 j.000 acres. 
ELidence of human acti\ tq in L\'att.sfield bcti)re the arrnal of \+ hite settler5 is 

sketch). There is little archaeological c\itiencc of Indian ,ieti\ in other than .x \ingle 
arrowhead found along the hlad Kn near the lloretov n line. 

\\'bite settlement began in yXy, M hen Iknjamin M dit arrncd \I ith other tamih 
members from their home in M'intfwr C'cmiont. 'I'he (kneral's first home in the 
Vallq was a simple tzotwlcn cabin, built on a hnoll to the cast ofthc current 1 illage, 

,According to an historied account given in the Scptcmlxr 1st iwie of the 





Northfield Se\\,s, the first \\!sit house \VLS the hnly building within ten miles of another." 
.!round 1793. \trait built the town's first franic housc o n  a lotjust below the cabin. 

I'l'hc original franic housc ux.s tnotcd mxtnd 1830 to its present Itxation o n  Route 
100. I t  currentl! is home to the Ilad K i \ w  \'alley (:hanihcr ofCommerce. i 
In yy8, settlers cleared a common area and a cemetery. 'I'hey erected a meetinghouse, 
a place to meet nnd conduct town affairs. '-1 store \\as soon opened and the population 
around '\f'aitsficld ( ;ominon- burgeoned. Around the Sanic time. another densely 
populated scttleiiicnt \v;~s grosving to the south, at the foot of Scrag Mountain. 

Fayston is trul) a mountain comniunitj. 'I'hough the onl! \,'alle> tolvn not to claim 
a bank of  the JIad Kiwr. Fqston ~ a . s  \~.cll scncd by nvo rnain feeder streams: 
the 3Iill and Shepant I3rcwks. h t h  providing p v c r  fix thc earl) saw mills. 

'Hie Fa!ston charter u'&s qantcd to I'hentxcr \f'aIbndgc i n  1788 and the tmvn M'&S 

o r g a n i d  in iXo5. In I 798, I,\ndc \\ ' it  scttlul on 13ragg I lil!. 1;urther development 
koni then on centcrcui at the northern anti southern cxncniities oftown, along both 
the 3lill and Shepard €3rtx)ks. LVilliam and I'aul 13oycr. \+'ere the first settlers along 
SheparcTs h w k ;  the area Came to he c;lllcd 'Sorth" Fa>ston. 

'l'he geolog ofthc a m  made it pracncal for residents ofthe south end oftown to 

conduct commerce i n  \\'aitsficld and thosc of North Fayston to head toward hlorctoum. 
I3y the mid-IKoos. the tonm \vas scncd by ten schools. each one sening l ( ~ ' n l  

arem of settlement. 'lhis \\'as ;t cie\dopnicnt pattern qpical ofother area towns. 
I t  is interesting to note that b! the IS~OS, largely as a result ofthe Irish pmto blight, 
the Irish population in town greu trcmendousl!. I t  is estiniateti that ncarl) one-third 
of Falston residents \$we from Ireland. (<,\ similar settlemenr took place in hlorctowm, 
particularly on *Paddy Hill." about a mile cast of the \Ill;%e. I 

Iqrom t\'arren to kf'aitsfield. small pockets of  settlement !iproutcd writhin 
tou nship houndarics. I<o:tds itere cut to conncct families \vir11 each other and fbr 
neighbors to share access to mectinghou 
unheard of; decisions \\'ere made among neighbors on such matters zs roads and 
maintenance - costs \\'ere born by those making the decisions. 

and schools. To\r.n-wide 'I'lan~iing~ \vas 
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Little Need for a Transportation "Infrastructure 

Like mmt other scttlerr in Veimont, the ones who am\& in the Maci River Vallc) 
bere looking for a life of indepcndencc and self-sufficienq. Once here, thev found little 
r tzwn to Icavc, so they \vert mcstly umccrncd d h u t  hon thcy wuld natigate to and 
through the l t d  communitics within a town's borders. \'illago rose to Scne the small, 
tight-hit communities within tach town. 

I t  M auld be an undcrstatemcnt to .sa? that the job ofgming a m i d  \+-as difficult, hut 
other than to mow lumbcr from the wwxB to the sawmill, ant1 likewise the gain to the 
.gismiill, townspople found it g n e d l y  unntxxxsq to lea e their homcstteacts. After all. 
they r a i d  g p i n  for fml and sustenance ti)r fm animals, they bwfi vegetable gardens, 
t h q  huntcd and twa4onaJl!f fisher1 ti)r f ixd, they wo\jc W(Y )I and made their own clothing. 

In  short, t h q  brought with them the indqxndenw for \+,hich this state is known. 

From Foot Trails to Surveyed !toad\ 

w h e n  the CVaits arritcd in U'aitsfield. mads became the issue of first order. 
After the settlers' lots were drawn and Itmtai,  a wmmittw of thrce (ofwhich I3enjamin 
Wait W ~ S  one) set out to dczciminc whcrc the roads should be laid out. After walking 
the w x d s  thcj issucd their report: *Wc haw ltx,kwl the thtw ways we wcrc d i m ~ d .  

and found the w q  through Warren El( )llow I'ast Wxwn I will accommtxkate the 
rttlement of the town b a t .  Wc also find that there n u y  k a roaci to Xorthficld that will 
Luxr)mmotfatc the txst side ofthc town." 'Ihey continue: Ihc rcwi through W a m n  will 
smke through Waitsfield, thence, keeping in that lint ... to the Morctown line then 
turning down to the river." 'I his routc suggests the approximate cy)uf?se that now 
connect.; .Cforczown Village cia the I'ony Farm Road and the North and ( :oninion 

Roads with the eastern pats of N'aitstield and Warren. 
So, it samis - with some notahlc exceptionb - that newcomers to the area 

p r e f e d  the higher &?pund to the 
W'aitsfield and Mimen, but allso in hloretmvn whcrc the town ccnter d~velopal 
around the Common. 

of the A l a 1  hvcr .  This was true, not only in 

A fair amount of commerce developed bctwcvn the southern Vdley communities 
and the town of Koxhuq. >jail madc its way o\w A\ did g a i n  and dry gx'ds. In later 
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)ears, when the railroad laid track5 in Koxbuiy, the wnnwtion hecame even morc 
impcxtant. Though \\e are familiar with the current Rodxi5 hlountriin Koad, it was 
not the earliest route mer the ridge. A n  earlier road snakccl its \fray over the mountain, 
txginning somcw*here near m here Cider I Iill now ends. 

From the High Land to the River - Hydropower Drives Commerce 

wc hnow that only a fc\v wttlcrs in hioretow n, M arren and \+'aimfield chose 
to settle the lo\vland along thc hlad h e r ,  but the lure of hydropower aailablc along 
the rher wa.5 a magnet for man) entrepreneurs. In  time, commercial acthit) by the 
riiw accelerated. In short order, \\'aitsficld gren a.9 a commercial center a.5 mills and 
shops tooh advantage of the p)wcr of the Slill Brook as well 

hloretown also hac! a prodigious supply of hydroptvrr. In later !cars, the \Yard 
the h l d  Kivcr. 

1 ,umber (:ompan), worhing Lmuiitless xres  of forest in hloretou n, I Iuxbuq and 
FaJston, would become the major employer in the area. 'I'hcir lumbcr xtivities fed 
their own mills md kept >loretown \illage robust and alive with a host of shops and 
wenices. Vnlike the other \'alle) communities, Xlorcrown \I ent o n  to bccomc a 
'cornpan) town." 1,uniber 
l f anv  made thc \ illage their home, l ib i i i g  in Lmmpan!-ou r i d  houses and spending 
their wages in the compan! store. 

~s hing and the \ v ( M ~  industq employed worcs of people. 

lo 
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m The "Highway Depatrrneii...i'do %ch Thing 

1 1 ,  the early years, the towns, and its hired surveyors. may have asisted in the 
laying of rods but the mdintcnance of the rods was usually left in thc hands of thosc 
that used them the most. Farmers generally inaintaineti thc roads that served their 
own farms and homesteads, though these same roads were often oficial town 
highways. But maintenance of roads v'rts generally mininu1 - usually on11 enough to 
assure that the! were pawhle. hlost roads wcre littlc more than parallcl Lvheel ruts 

benvwn tields and the W H K ~  

: h i  things got \c'orsc in the \\.inter. 

Siiow Rollers 

a 

m 
a 

C k m e  $+inter, with horse and sleigh the primaq means of travel, it btvdme 
n a x x s q  to wmpacz the snoir. o n  the roads so that horscs ltnd sleighs could nukc it 
through. 'I'his w m  a job fi)r the sno\v roller. 

that were mounted on an ask and attached to a large framc and yokc. 'I'cdms of oxen or 
horses were lid b! a driver down snowawered roads and snow WAS conipacttxi under 
the \\..eight of the machine. A s  you can im@ne, the p ~ ~ ~ ; s  of rolling the mila of rtmls 

in town \+wild take se\mil days, q e c i d l y  after a pamcularly heay storm. 

Snow rollers Lverc large tvcxxlen *barrels" - somctimes wider than a nian is tall - 



'Ihe fact that little or n o  maintenance ofrclads took plxc in the milder months lcvi 
to additional problems in the winter. Kemember thar roach were merelc cuts through 
the wxxls: KO& wcre not'cngincrred" as w e  knob thcrri ttday. I lorux, Magons and 
thcir c a r p  traveled in all kinds of weather and the TUB dug deepcr and deeper. 
Eventualhi the fields on  either side'grw" higher than the road itself. 'L'his - and the f x t  

that stonewalls came right to the dge  of a farmer's prolxrm - creatai dditiond work 
ti,r the men rolling the roads x5 the rods were forewr filling with drifting snow. The 
tcrms would strain to make i t  through the drifts and the ojxtxtors ofthc roller often 
found it nccrssac to get out and 5ht)vel through the piles ofsncnr . 

Robert Vasrseur, who li 
days he grew up in Farjton 

. Roberr believes chat 
snow on rfic: roads in Noddield. 

mwnrodds. Itwas 

Moyd Fuller ofTVarrcn lefi this nicmor) ofworking on snow rollcrr to the 

I'errnont Folhlifc (:enter. 
I;uller euplains that he and other famil, menibers ~vould  spend the earl! morning 

hours tcnding to milking and other farm chon.  'l'hen, as he pun it, 'ifthcrc had k n  a 

12 
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snowfall, one or the other of us \$~oiiId put four horns onto the roller and go roll the r o d . "  
1;uller a ln t inuw *If the storm \\as a hig one, two or thrcu: of the famih members vrould 

get to work and dcal with the snmv and, ofu)um, the diih. \!'hen the drik \vas to0 high 
'bch-c the horses could go through it !you) h a d  to shovel ... it got crusted hard. l h u  had to 
h m k  the crust bcfi)rc the h o r n  wuld walk through it with the roller." 

'I'he Fuller's roller \vas ;1 hrgc one ~- a tvu-harrcled atfair that \\.as meant to make 
p r e c  tight turns. I t  may haw been ij to 6 feet in diameter. 'l'hc roller \\'as made of 

staves, "just like a barrel," and h i l t  into a frame and pdc o n  it and a scat u p  top so 

!.ou sit there and drive." 
A pair of horses \vas hitchid to the pde \vith ncch !okw and a l i d  team \\as further 

hitchd through a crossha-. or wiffletrec. i\cco~ciing to I~uller, "l'hat \VAS hell\>. I'ackd 
the snow right do\\n." 

51ost telling is 1;uller's lcxs than fond remembrance of the \vork: "And so my being 
the youngest, I uscd to sit on that roller and dri\-c h u r  horses'till I \\xs 50 cold I didn't 
fcel cold. 13clie\c it or not, that's the truth. Can say I'm lying. but I'm not." 

From Rollers to Graders 

'Robert \'asscur of l;a! ston dtxsn't remember the ne\ver 'graders" being hitched 
up to a tcani of horsts. hut C ~ K ' S  recall that I'crley Hoyce. M ho farmed along the Xorth 
Fayston Koad. hitchcd his plow to a team of oxen. I<ohcrt believes that I'crle! \vas not 
the only gu~' in the area to p w c r  a grxler tvith oxcn and not horscs. 

Robert's father I ~ o i i  had his o w n  grader, a-v-plow." inrule OFWMKI. I m n  uscd this 
plow. bvhich \+.as hitched to a farm traLzor. to clear sno\i' dong Kc~v-\'asscur Koad. 

hlan!. roads \+u-e seasonal. No. y Hill in  Fayston, ti)r example. \\w only 
maintained in good weather to sene the \\'heeler and Smith residents: it WLS not 
maintained at all in the \\inter. 

:bel cwn with a hullcioxr behind a plo\v, it tooh some time to take a r c  ofthe roads 
that \vew maintained in the \vinter months. * A h r  a ?pica1 stonii. it t txk  3 to 4 clgs to 
get around town." rcalls Ktk~ert. 

One of the real challenges facing thosc who plo\vcd the roads was the fact that the 
rods  la! so lo\v. !!'ith banks high oil either side, it \vxs difficult - at best - to push 
sno\\' to the side. In timc, to\ins began to raisc the roads so they could bc plo\\rd, often 
pushing old stone \valIs into the road center. 'I'hc wall stones were used as road fill. 
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~‘Ihis praczje m i e  back to haunt those 
\\ ho hac1 to dig into rwads at a later date. 

Utili9 \vorkers, looking to bu9 lines, 
a m e  upon some ’tough digging“ a\ the 
backhoes htxked onto some ti)rmidablc 
boulden - old memben of a f~rmets \+ all 

E\ entuall! , the gasoline-po\vered 
mbczor replaxd the hom4riven gxier. 
‘Ihough ad\anml fbr the t h e ,  today w c 

\I ould probably not be exited with the 
paformance of thow mtdem machina. 

Building “Bridges With Roof; 

Early residents built crude bridge:e. to cross the many area rilers and streams in 
the area. These bridges were often not much more than 
banks, colwed ivith rough-helvn plannb. It w’as well expcctcd that the bridges \vould 
rot in time and ohm would bc skvept a \ \ q  atter hcay rains. These bridges mct the 
iicxds of those kvho lived on isolated farms, but were Linsatisfactoq \$,hen it Came to 
the more heavily naveled to\vn rolids. 

pair of logs spanning the 
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In  1x06. realit) hit home. ;I major f l ( ~ ) d  hit the Valley and damagd or destroyed 
most bridges in the area. ‘I’o\vn officials. \I.anting to a\oid the cxpcnsc of replacing 
bridges, determined that the co\rrcd bridge \\’as an attractix option. 
‘I‘his form of  bridge is not original to \’crmont. or e\‘cn to Kew bhgland. The first 
co\.ercd bridge - a three-arched structure - \vas built in I’hiladelphia i n  1804. 
71’hough unlike the l’ennsylrania bridge. the bridges crected in the \‘alley arc QTical 
of those fi)und throughout S c w  l<ngland. 

Three of the original Mad Ki\m Vallct covered bridges still remain and are w d  

presei-i.cd. (Ithers fell i-ietim to ‘age and flotding. 

A “Half -Chveled Bridge” 

A. wvemi bridge once c r o x !  the hIad River south ofthe present Kinebury iron 
bridge. I t  had an interesting dcsigi. Onc halfofthe bridge, u-ossing the main pdtt Ofthe 
smam \VAS co\.erod. but a w,holc scaion ($the bridge \’i as \vithout a roof. ‘Ihe bridg w i  

notorious for i t s  sharp turns at each end, hut the road \vas realigned when the new iron 
bridge was C ~ T L ~ .  



m 
m 

The l4hrI.cn Village Bridge, 01 Eincdn Gap Bridge 

W a l t e r  Hagley o\\ned a clapboard mill 
in ‘South Hollo\v‘ in M‘arren. I n  iX72.13aglc); 
was hired to build a bridgc over- the 3lad l<i\cr-. 
from \Varrcn \‘illage to the 1,incoln Road. 

7‘hc resulting 60 hot-long \\“an.cn \’illage 
bridge is ofuucenpost dcsign. ’I’his pamcular 
bridge is unique in nvo \$ a!s. 12irst. the interior 
trusses arc enclosed and shiclded from the 
elements. In addition. thc nvo poizals tlitfer: 
the cntranw to thc cast extends hrther over the 
approaching highu a! than thc \vcstcm end. 

The Pine Brook Bridge 

T h e  Pinc Hrook 13ridgc is o n  the North Road in Cf’aitsfield. 13uiIt in 1x72. 
this bridge is a 48 hot-long bridge of kingpost dcsign, one of nvo \\w)den kingpost 
bridgty remaining in the state. Xlilton (;raton and Son substantiall! restored it in 
1y;6. a Ne\\, I-I;unpshire b:wd engineering firm that specialized in co\.crcd bridges. 

I<! thc 70s. the bridge \\;Ls i n  a sad state. with dcck supprts  rotting and the deck 
itself sagging .w\ercly. In order to retain the bridge’s historic intcgri? arid to minimize 
\ isual impact. Graton laid nzw parallcl steel hams ahout one inch belo\\, thc bridge. 
T h t w  beams, \vhich spanned the river hcnveen the suppt)i-t piers on Crich side, \vnuld 
can?. the \\,eight of the bridge and its load should the bridge become overloaded. 
Other than that, thc beams remained out of sight. 

The Wage or “Big Ed($ Bridge 

I n  17y6, a bridge \vas built mer the “Big Ed+,” a s~ i r l  i n  the Alad Ki\er where 
it flotvs through the \illage. Now the second oldest remaining cmcred bridge in the 
state. the ‘Big Edd! a* or \’illqc Hndge has undergonc nunicrouh repairs; it has 
suffered damage b! fire, fled and o\crwcd \chicles. ‘I’he Hig Kdd! bridge \VAS built 
before J \illage \ r ~ s  established dong the banhs of the iixcr. I t  is interesting to note, 
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hotvever. that there \t as a small, hand-operated @st mill on the site. This gnst mill 
sen ed the needs of local raidcnts \\rho nceded to grind grain for their personal needs. 

I n  1973, the engineering firm of Milton Graton and Sons replacud the deck 
structure, the flooring and the uppcr latcral bracing. ( ;raton also replaced "knee 
bra~~s."  \\ txden supports a~nr'illy hanmted from timbers \+ here branches meet the 

main tree member. 

Carrying, Freight atid Mail 

T h e  mail \+ a! the conneenon to the outside world and, for quite some time, 
mail and gtxds came to the southern end of the Valley from Koxbur). W',agons and 
the stage mddc the crossing of the gap on a regular basis. 

in X l o r e m ~ n  l3? rm, there wen: two daily s t a p  running the route. The s t a g  bccame a 
\ital link h v m n  the \ . 'dc~ and the railroarl line that had a station in hliddlesex. 

In 1827. a stage route \+.AS established benvecn \Vaitstield and Sliddlwx, with stops 

,\Ian) area residents were surprised and delighted to see it during last year's 100th 

. h i i i \ c r q  celebration of the 'I'elephone Company's keginning. ,\lost of US know 



that \i’aitsfield ’I’elecom has a remarkable 
collection of telephone equipment that 
spans a centun. but not eberyone is aw’are 
that a stagecoach sits in in \t’ditsfield 
wdrehouw. surroundd b! antique 
telephones and SM itchtwards. 

From Horses to Gasoline 

Jack Smith remembers his father and uncle’s business. ’l‘he) were teamsters and 
were in the business of hauling ‘anything anywhere.” The! used the horsedrawn 
u.agon you see pictured. 

a gasoline pwered truck; it ~ ~ l d  be the first in the Mad River Valle!. 
I n  time, as business g c w ,  they decided to replace their horsedrawn wagon with 
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K i d  'Vreightcr" and thc 

Smiths bought it for around 
$qoo - quite a sum in t h o r  
d+s. 'I'here \vcre n o  Kiscl 
dealerships in F'emmont, 
M) the brothers necdcd to 
order the rmck frr)m a 

Fiom D r t  co Asphalt 

I t  tOOk !cars, and the change 
vzs g-aciual. but it came anyvaj . 
'I'hc main street along thc Valley 

\Vc mere staxing toward the hst laiic. 

Hut it is still po54hlc to gct offthc tarmdc and tour one ofthc \'dle>'s many back 

roads and forget p i  arc part of a new centun. 
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